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Stigmata

cut two holes in a pillowcase
and place it over your head.
look through the eyes of sixteen
years, stand next to the black soldier
once more—head covered, arms around
his waist. watch the other soldiers
laugh, force yourself to laugh along.
this photo exists in a reality you
no longer understand. the stigmata of
race with and without hate.
catalogue the discomfort, place it
in the cargo box next to your bloody
combat pants and the prone man on the road
his body holes blooming bright.
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